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Philosophical background about Philosophical background about 
land land 

�� Two examplesTwo examples
-- MaloMalo--Indonesian  maritime tribe : Indonesian  maritime tribe : ““ No contact with soilNo contact with soil””
-- Ethiopia/Ethiopia/BorenaBorenapeople? : people? : ““ I wish your soil be fertileI wish your soil be fertile””

�� Land resources in African traditional  rural areasLand resources in African traditional  rural areas
a fertile soil/land  is a living soil, at temporal and spatial a fertile soil/land  is a living soil, at temporal and spatial 
scales, a provider of food and other spiritual, cultural and scales, a provider of food and other spiritual, cultural and 
environmental benefits for human beings.environmental benefits for human beings.

�� Land = Land = basic capital for rural and urban communitiesbasic capital for rural and urban communities





Status of African Lands Status of African Lands 
Severe  land and natural resources degradation in most of the riSevere  land and natural resources degradation in most of the river basins ver basins 

((Thiombiano and Tourino, 2007Thiombiano and Tourino, 2007))
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Status and trend of land degradation Status and trend of land degradation 

�� (i)  (i)  ““hot spotshot spots”” of land degradation are largely predominant of land degradation are largely predominant 
at continental level, compare to the at continental level, compare to the ““ bright spotsbright spots”” of very of very 
low to low degradation;  LADA, 2008low to low degradation;  LADA, 2008

�� (ii) there is an increasing trend of severity and extend of land(ii) there is an increasing trend of severity and extend of land
degradation from the humid zones of the Congo and degradation from the humid zones of the Congo and 
Zambezi basins (24 percent to 29 percent) to the dry areas of Zambezi basins (24 percent to 29 percent) to the dry areas of 
the Nile, Niger and Lake Chad basins (78 percent to 86 the Nile, Niger and Lake Chad basins (78 percent to 86 
percent); percent); 

�� (iii) the interrelation and cumulative effects of water and (iii) the interrelation and cumulative effects of water and 
wind erosion are also increasing along these agro ecological wind erosion are also increasing along these agro ecological 
zones.zones.



Interrelation with climate change Interrelation with climate change 

� Dust storms  quantities  t/ha

� Carbon stocks: more than 5 billion tonnes 
from deforestation in SSA alone

� High risks of drought and floods 
occurrence ( ex. Horn of Africa)



Climate change impacts...Climate change impacts...
• Increasing Temperatures (2 to 5 C)
• Possible decrease in precipitations

• More intense and frequent extreme 
events (floods – droughts)

� Land degradation

� Crop yields
� Ecosystems /biodiversity



New OpportunitiesNew Opportunities

�� New market based opportunitiesNew market based opportunities

(i)(i) Payments for environmental services, Payments for environmental services, 
(ii)(ii) Carbon trade Carbon trade 
(iii)(iii) EcoEco--tourism, tourism, 
(iv)(iv) BioBio--energy / agroenergy / agro--fuels/ biofuels fuels/ biofuels 
(v)(v) Green/Organic products Green/Organic products 
(vi)(vi) Soaring of food prices Soaring of food prices 



Need for SLMNeed for SLM
�� Sustainable Land Management (SLM) to Sustainable Land Management (SLM) to 

reverse the trends, and thereby address a major reverse the trends, and thereby address a major 
obstacle to economic growth and obstacle to economic growth and 
sustainability. sustainability. 

�� SLM= SLM= (i) (i) Maintaining long term productivity Maintaining long term productivity 
of the ecosystem functions (land, water, of the ecosystem functions (land, water, 
biodiversity, carbon stocks); (ii) Increasing biodiversity, carbon stocks); (ii) Increasing 
productivity (quality, quantity and diversity) of productivity (quality, quantity and diversity) of 
goods and services, particularly safe and goods and services, particularly safe and 
healthy food ; (iii) improving livelihood and healthy food ; (iii) improving livelihood and 
reducing povertyreducing poverty



Current response  to land degradation Current response  to land degradation 
and climate changeand climate change

�� Sectoral (crop, livestock, forest, Sectoral (crop, livestock, forest, 
waterwater……etc.) : focus on land degradation etc.) : focus on land degradation 
symptomssymptoms

�� Ad hocAd hocor project approach to SLM (non or project approach to SLM (non 
synergistic)synergistic)

�� SLM not identified as key issue in SLM not identified as key issue in 
strategies, national priorities, PRSPs, strategies, national priorities, PRSPs, 
sectoral policies and public expendituresectoral policies and public expenditure
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Current response  to land degradation Current response  to land degradation 
and climate change and climate change 

�� Diverging views and approaches by Diverging views and approaches by 
concerned stakeholdersconcerned stakeholders

�� Lack of cooperation between Lack of cooperation between 
stakeholdersstakeholders



Current response  to land Current response  to land 
degradation and climate change degradation and climate change 

�� Insufficient investments from national Insufficient investments from national 
budgets ( ex. budgets ( ex. NAPsNAPs, , PANAsPANAs))

�� Lack of coordination and Lack of coordination and 
harmonization of delivery mechanisms harmonization of delivery mechanisms 
for external assistance (for external assistance (NPCsNPCs, donors, , donors, 
InstitutionsInstitutions……etc.)etc.)



Hot and bright spots



An Initiative for SLM in SSA An Initiative for SLM in SSA 

OUR LAND – OUR WEALTH, OUR FUTURE, IN OUR HANDS



TerrAfrica Initiative: TerrAfrica Initiative: to rally government, civil society, to rally government, civil society, 
private sector and development partners around a private sector and development partners around a 
common vision and program, building upon existing successfulcommon vision and program, building upon existing successful
approaches and partnerships for SLMapproaches and partnerships for SLM



TerrAfrica InitiativeTerrAfrica InitiativeTerrAfrica Initiative

� TerrAfrica aims to create the enabling 
environment for scaling up and mainstreaming 
SLM at country level in SSA

�� The fiveThe five--year year ““ TerrAfrica Business Planning TerrAfrica Business Planning 
Framework,Framework,”” endorsed by the Executive Committee endorsed by the Executive Committee 
in October 2005,  built around three mutually in October 2005,  built around three mutually 
reinforcing Activity Lines:  (i) reinforcing Activity Lines:  (i) Coalition Building; Coalition Building; 
(ii)(ii) Knowledge ManagementKnowledge Management, and  (iii) , and  (iii) InvestmentsInvestments



Members of Members of TerrAfricaTerrAfrica PlatformPlatform

�� Countries: Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Countries: Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, 
Mali, Malawi, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Uganda,Mali, Malawi, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Uganda,

�� WB,  Secretariat  (AL3)WB,  Secretariat  (AL3)
�� FAO; Knowledge  Management (AL2)FAO; Knowledge  Management (AL2)
�� NEPAD ; Chair of the Steering Committee (AL1)NEPAD ; Chair of the Steering Committee (AL1)

�� IFAD, AfDB, GM/UNCCD,UNDP, NGOs, etcIFAD, AfDB, GM/UNCCD,UNDP, NGOs, etc……



Country Investment Strategic 
Framework (CSIF) ; TerrAfrica Tool

Country Investment Strategic Country Investment Strategic 
Framework (CSIF) ; TerrAfrica ToolFramework (CSIF) ; TerrAfrica Tool

A lively  Strategic Tool for joint programming and implementatioA lively  Strategic Tool for joint programming and implementation n 

of SLM activities by Government, local populations  and partnersof SLM activities by Government, local populations  and partners

in a given countryin a given country
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Rationale for CSIFRationale for Rationale for CSIFCSIF

1.1. Programmatic approach : Programmatic approach : moving away moving away 
from individual projects and pilots to a from individual projects and pilots to a 
comprehensive approach to SLM at comprehensive approach to SLM at 
country/regions/ecosystems  level ; planning country/regions/ecosystems  level ; planning 
horizon of 12 yearshorizon of 12 yearsto 15 years to 15 years 

2.2. Scaling up Scaling up is aboutis aboutgoing from a small to a going from a small to a 
large impactslarge impacts

3.3. Provide data on Provide data on return on investmentsreturn on investments, and , and 
impactsimpacts
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Thank you Thank you 



CSIF DomainsCSIF DomainsCSIF Domains

Priority domains of interventionsPriority domains of interventions
At various levels (policy, technical, M&E, funds At various levels (policy, technical, M&E, funds 
raising including PPP building, networking)raising including PPP building, networking)

Priority  areas/ zones for interventionsPriority  areas/ zones for interventions
1.    High1.    High--potential versus lowpotential versus low--potential areaspotential areas
2.2. Prevention and control of degradation versus Prevention and control of degradation versus 

rehabilitation and restoration rehabilitation and restoration 
3.3. Addressing Climate change mitigation and Addressing Climate change mitigation and 

adaptationadaptation
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CSIF Components; case study EthiopiaCSIF Components; case study Ethiopia

�� CC adaptation/mitigation practices  through CC adaptation/mitigation practices  through 
SLMSLM

�� Monitoring, assessment and evaluation of land Monitoring, assessment and evaluation of land 
degradation , climate change impacts and degradation , climate change impacts and 
remedial actions ( using LADA methodology) remedial actions ( using LADA methodology) 

�� Mainstreaming climate change issues  and Mainstreaming climate change issues  and 
SLM in national policiesSLM in national policies



Technologies/options to address Technologies/options to address 
CC/LDCC/LD

�� Soil and water conservation techniquesSoil and water conservation techniques
�� Conservation agricultureConservation agriculture
�� Agroforestry and watersheds Agroforestry and watersheds 

managementmanagement
�� Community land management and Community land management and 

integrated soil fertilityintegrated soil fertility
�� Participatory Forests Participatory Forests ManagementManagement
�� Capacity and institutional buildingCapacity and institutional building



Thank you Thank you 

OUR LAND – OUR WEALTH, OUR FUTURE, IN OUR HANDS


