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Climate change: International Policy context

• Science: The IPCC’s 4th Assessment Report

• Kyoto Protocol: Important but only a first step

• United Nations Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

• ‘Bali Roadmap’, negotiation on agreement for the period after 2012

• EU target: global temperature increase will not exceed 2°C over pre-
industrial times
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1952: ECSC treaty; first projects started March 1955

1957: EURATOM treaty; Joint Research Centre set up

1983: ESPRIT programme

1984: First Framework Programme (1984-1987)

1987: ‘European Single Act’ – science becomes a Community 
responsibility; 
Second Framework Programme (1987-1991)

1990: Third Framework Programme (1990-1994)

1993: Treaty on European Union; 

role of RTD in the enlarged EU

1994: Fourth Framework Programme (1994-1998)

1998: Fifth Framework Programme (1998-2002)

2000: European Research Area

2002: Sixth Framework Programme (2002-2006)

2007: Seventh Framework Programme (2007-2013)

EU research: the story so far
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• Climate change has a global dimensionthat requires a strong 
effort on international cooperation

• International cooperation on research can have many benefits
including the exchange and share of knowledge, skills, and 
risks, assist in building effective policies, and providing 
effective and equitable response to the scale required. 

• Currently a number of EU-funded projects focus on important 
climate change issues in developing countries 

• The 7th Framework Program gives additional emphasis on 
international cooperation(with additional mechanisms to 
support it) 
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• Openness to third countries remains a key 
characteristic of FP7 

• Establishment of Specific International Cooperation 
Actions (SICAs) targeting specific geographical 
areas/countries outside Europe

• Decisions on international cooperation topics are 
taken through bilateral or multilateral dialogue (S&T 
Agreements, participation in multilateral bodies -e.g. 
GEOSS, UNFCCC- and international workshops).
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Thank you very much for 
your attention !


